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Robert  Todd  Lincoln 


lit  MaiiEhssler,  %  W'  Has  One  cf  Ihe  Finest 
Estates  in  Jew  England. 


HON     l=lOBERT     T.     LINCOLN. 


V'NPHFSTER  Vt  Seo'-  '50-A  lar?:e  |  These  farms,  which  adjoin  the  prop- 
renl' estate^i-uisa'ction  ha  ;  IH'cn  ciosed  erty  purchased  by  Mi-  Lincohi  last  year, 
hPvo  iw  ^^^h  c  HorPo  ert  '-  l.incohJ  contain  1000  acre.s,  Ts'itU  buildings  and 
orcmca^J^  p.^onl^ru.o  Puiiu^an  Utoclc  ^^'ith  t>^^  -^'"^  ,^^.^-°^" 
company,  acquired  two  of  ih^  Anost  I  now  has  one  of  the  nneat  estates 
farms  in  this  towiT. 


inoat  I  now    has    one    of 
'    [New  England. 
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LINCOLN  SUMMER  HOME  In 
Vermont.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln, 
son  of  President  Lincoln,  lives  In 
"Washington  during  -winter  months 
and  passes  the  remainder  of  the 
year  at  his  home  in  Vermont. 
Green  Mountains  can  be  seen  in 
background, 

— Underwood    A    Underwood. 


NEWS   from   FRIENDS    of   HILDENE 

Editor's  Note»   This  is  the  firet  issue  of  ■ 
a  periodic  newsletter  that  will  be  sent  to 
the  membership  of  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 
FOH  has  been  incorporated  in  order  to  ac- 
quire Hildene,  the  "ancestral  home"  of 
Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and  make  of  it  an  ed- 
ucational-cultural center  for  the  North- 
shire,  and  a  memorial  to  the  Lincolna  and 
tha  Beckwiths. 

ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN  BECKWITH  ACCEPTS  HONORARY  CHAIRMANSHIP  OF  FOH. 

«n^  k!^^!^^  Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith,  great-grandson  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
^^tr.t     l^^""   °^  ^^?  }^^^   ^®^y  Lincoln  "P^g''  Beckwith,  has  agreed  to 
become  Honorary  Chairman  of  Friends  of  hildene.   In  a  letter  datS 

acc^^  ^h  '''  ]IV'   «^-  ^r^^'"^  ^^°^^  ^^^^  ^«  ^^^^^  be  honored^ 
accept  the  position,  and  he  continued s   "It  is  good  to  know  that  one 

noL?K/^?^  ??°^  ^^^^""^^  working  so  hard  to  make  ones  sister's  dre^ 
possible."  It  was  Miss  Beckwith's  wish  in  her  Will  that  Hildene  br 
preserved  and  maintained  as  a  memorial  to  her  grandparents. 

HARD  BARGAINING  WITH  THE  CHURCH.  . 

nu    4    Negotiations  between  Friends  of  Hildene  and  officers  of  the 
Christian  Science  Church  leading  towards  FOH's  acquisition  of  Hildene 
are  continuing.   FOH  president  Robert  Schmid  and  counsel  Arthur  O'Dea 
th;  n^d^rv.f  J^^^J^"^'^  ""^^^^  representatives  o^the  Church  a^ 
Sept^ber  iJ^^S^nc^'^r"  ""Ttl   ^^-^^^^^ration  building  in  Boston  on 
September  10.   Since  then,  at  the  request  of  the  Church,  FOH  submitted 
wh?ch^ih^^  legal  brief  concerning  the  property  and  the  Will,  loUowi^ 
Thi  rK  ^k\^^^  ^^^"^   ^"  exchange  of  letters  and  a  telephone  conferenci 
The  Church  has  expressed  its  hope  that  FOH  will  be  able  tS  acquire  S;^ 
property,  and  FOH  trustees  are  confident  that  an  agreement  will  ulti^ 

a?t^r^h«  f?^^^^^°"  '^^  purchase  price.   This  may\ot  occur  untU 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  however.   .  uritxx 

NATION-WIDE  FUND-RAISING  CAMPAIGN  IS  PLANNED. 

r.f   ,  I'^u^^'^^t   "**"  °"  November  30  with  Robert  Slmonds,  Vice  Prealdenh 
of  Ketchum,  Inc.,  one  of  the  country's  leading  fum'-ralsina  fime 
who  came  to  Manchester  to  explain  the  proceDs  of  mounUno  a  naSoAal 
campaign  for  funds.  Mr.  Simonds  congratulated  the  Trustees  S^r 
beginning  to  work  on  financial  planning  well  in  advancfolthe  ac- 
tual acquisition  of  the  property,  and  he  described  the  ktnda  of  Sata 

?n  J5f?r°4°"/''"  "°""  ^^   "««^<^'3  i"  preparation  for  afund  drive 
In  addition  to  funds  for  purchasing  the  estate,  the  trustees  are 

surl^'uveie  Ifr'll   °'?'*''^  ^"'^  operating  fu^lds  largrenough  to  as- 
Is  linaiclallv  f?^K?^°"''i"="""'''"^  program  at  Hildene,  and  one  tha? 
18  tlnanclally  stable.   As  one  trustee  put  it,  "We  want  Hildenn  t-n 
be  an  active,  living  memorial;-  mj-aeno  to 


2. 

SaTICWAL  FOUIJDATIONS  INTERESTED  IN  HILDENE.  .  . 

Presentation  have  been  made  by  the  trustees  to  four  national 
ndations,  and  all  have  expressed  an  interest  in  FOH's  effort  to 
rouna    jjiidene.   The  president  of  the  Eva  Gebhard-Gourgaud  Found- 
^f?ftn  after  reviewing  the  photographs  and  program  material  sent  to 
Kin  hag  written  that  his  directors  will  consider  the  FOH  applica- 
tion at  their  December,  1976  meeting.   Grant  funds  ^rom  this  source 
iould  be  used  to  hire  archivists,  book  specialists,  and  other  pro- 
fSasionals  to  sort  out,  evaluate,  and  arrange  the  books,  documents, 
and  memorabilia  in  Hildene  for  optimum  museum  display.   Funds  may 
also  be  available  to  sponsor  a  conference  of  Lincoln  scholars  in 
the  main  house  in  the  late  Spring  of  1977. 

The  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation,  whose  regional 
office  is  in  Boston,  has  been  asked  by  the  church  to  give  its  coun- 
sel on  how  best  to  use  Hildene  as  a  memorial,  and  its  Preservation 
Officer,  Miss  Kathryn  Welch,  spent  the  entire  morning  of  November 
15,  going  through  the  mansion  itself  as  well  as  the  grounds  and 
River  Road  buildings.   She  in  turn  drew  Hildene  to  the  attention  of 
Michael  Dennis,  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  regional  office  in  Boston, 
who,  on  his  visit,  was  particularly  interested  in  the  lower  pasture 
area,  the  wetlands,  and  the  Battenkill, 

Finally,  a  presentation  of  photographs  and  documents  has  just 
been  sent  to  the  Vermont  State  Division  of  Historic  Preservation  at 
the  request  of  its  director,  Mr.  Jonn  Pinney,  who  wishes  to  evalu- 
ate  Hildene  for  a  possible  inclusion  in  the  State  and  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places.   This  evaluation  will  be  carried  out 
by  Ms ,  Jane  McLuckie.   Inclusion  on  the  National  Register  is  not 
only  a  matter  of  prestige;  listed  institutions  are  eligible  for  50 
per  cent  funding  of  renovation  costs  by  the  Federal  government. 
Further  contact  with  foundations  will  be  made  as  time  permits,  both 
before  and  after  the  acquisition  of  the  property. 

MEMBERS,  TRUSTEES,  AND  OFFICERS.  .  . 

As  of  December  1,  FOH  had  accepted  80  members,  a  rapid  rise 
from  the  hardy  band  of  25  founding  members  who  signed  up  at  the  or- 
ganizational meeting  on  August  23,  1976.   Since  the  organizational 
meeting,  the  full  membership  has  been  convened  only  once,  and  the 
meeting  was  sparsely  attended.   The  trustees,  however,  will  have 
met  nine  times  as  of  December  1.   Trustees,  elected  by  the  member- 
ship, are:   Ken  Hill,  Susan  Hill,  Oscar  Johnson,  Romi  Perkins,  Ca'rl 
Saladino,  Robert  Schmid,  Robert  Thura,  John  West,  William  Whitman, 
Officers  elected  by  the  trustees,  are:   Mr.  Schmid,  president;  Mr. 
Johnson,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Hill,  secretary;  and  Mr.  Thura, 
treasurer. 

FOH  IS  TAX  EXEMPT.  ,  . 

Friends  of  Hildene  submitted  its  application  for  exemption  from 
Federal  Taxes  in  September,   A  request  for  further  documentation  was 
received  ten  days  later  to  which  we  responded  promptly,  and  on 
October  22,  we  received  the  official  letter  from  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  certifying  that  contributions  to  FOH  are  tax-deductible  under 
Section  501  (c)  (3)  of  the  federal  tax  code.   This  phenomenally  quick 
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result  is  due  first  to  the  highly  competent  drafting  of  the  apolica- 
tion  by  our  counsel,  Mr.  O'Dea,  but  also,  we  feel,  to  the  fact  tha? 
our  educational,  civic,  and  preservational  objectives  are  just  those 
that  tax  exemption  was  designed  for.  a^e  Dust  those 

THE  MAIN  HOUSE  IS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION.  .  . 

«  «nr,S''^rf'^  ^°  rumors  and  early  reports,  the  Hildene  mansion  is  in 
LT.tt.t   ^^t   °^  repair.   Trustees  Ken  Hill  and  Oscar  Johnson  have 
undertaken  to  explore  the  need  for  physical  restoration,  and  their 

E?ectricar?nsoecto/?^r  f^^^'^^^f^^'    /or  example,  the  Vermont  State 
£.j.ectricai  inspector  for  the  region,  after  a  baseraent-to-attic  tnur 

Tinll^'nl^  ^''^^  "'^^"'^^  ^^'^'^  ^^  °P^"«^  ^^  ^^«  pumc  "tomorrow-  ' 
!i-S^  ?  T  ""^5^  "'^''''''  ''^^^  «^°"1^  ^e  'deeded  to  comply  with  the  State 
electrical  code.  Another  professional  visitor  has  commented  that 

teriSr  iT.r^^''   ^^"^5  ^°  ^^^  ^^^^^"^  ^"  ^^^  dining^om!  the  in» 
terior  of  the  mansion  for  the  most  part  nr^ds  nothing  roor4  than 

w??ihV^  ^K^'i^^"-   ^i^^^ly^  the  Northeast  section  of  the  roo?  • 
which  was  scheduled  for  repair  €arli<=»r  wa<»  r*»-fihi«^i^^  ?^  rT^  L       ' 

?rislerH\^li^^L^'?l'  f^'   BeOcw^th'h^I'ordL^d  beJo^^ler^e^t'h'^^' 
.^nnrK!^^:   P^f^^i^®^  on  the  executors  of  the  estate  to  get  the  work 
done  before  winter  set  in.   (The  Hill  family  is  also  in  charae  of 
patrolling  the  estate  and  of  other  security  meaeures.)      ^ 

HOW  CAN  THE  BIG  HOUSE  BE  USED?.  . 

The  trustees  are  actively  debatina  a  varl«=.<-v  *^*=  <ri«»e,  ^  u   ^ 
make  Hildene  a  living  memorial  to  the  EincolSs  Sd  LokSuhs   ?Lre 
l8  basic  agreement  on  two  points,  First,  the  house  will  be  o^e/JS 
thfLS^r^^  '""^  out-of-townera  alike  as  a  memorial^^useuS  in  which 
LiLo?n  1;™??^'™^^''^  furnishings  and  memorabilia  of  thl^bert  Todd 

"u  b2  fvaUable  tf^^hr^''"*^  TZ^K^^   displayed.  Secondrthe  hoSoe 
wixx  oe  avaiiaoie  to  the  community  for  meptlnaa  Tr*»r.<*.o,i «   »     j 

lectures,  and  other  social  ©vents   There  will  h.^n!S?'  ^^^^2®^^-   . 
for  4-r»iiT-«ra*.«  ««^  ^^c-vt  •»  iT  '^^^"»-B»   mere  win  be  an  admission  fee 

used  ?o  defrav  Ifnf ''^  ^^"^   I"^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^'ta,  the  proceeds  to  be 
used  to  defray  maintenance  and  upkeep  costs. 

^^«-*.^®^2?'^  ^^®®®  ^"^^  ^^^^o  ideas— and  including  them— anv  and  ;,n 
constructive  suggestions  will  be  welcomed  by  the  of ficers  anS  troL..« 
?ha??°L°r"  2^^«tion  concerns  the  agricultural  lands  and  buildings   ' 
T^n«L  ^^"^  to  have  a  fam  program  of  some  kind?  if  IT.   what? 

have  ^liciterdonn:  ^^^k^^'^  ^'^^  ^^"^^^^  Extension  Agent  John  pige 
anlr^fi^ii?  .  """^u^  ""^"^"^^   ^^®  possibility  of  a  dairy  operation  but 
guarded  optimism  about  other  tvo^**  of  <'a*4,^r>^   V.  »   "Fexacxon  out 

their  friends  have  an  opportun^rhere'dl^ecliy  trinfLencf Lr' 

Wri^f  nf /r;^^.^^^"^°^"  that  have  to  be  made  in  the  near  future 
W£i|£_u8.  a  letterl  What  kind  of  happenings  do  you  think  should  h^' 
going  on  at  a  revivedn^iidene? "^ — ^-  ^       ^"^"J^  snouid  be 

A  WORD  ABOUT  FINANCES,  .  . 

until^Auau^t  ""fo^?^^  ""^^  receive  this  newsletter  are  fully  paid  up 
until  August,  1977,  and  our  treasurer  has  no  claim  on  them.   But  t 
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fact  i8  that  we  are  going  to  have  to  pay  soma  bills,  and  we  flh«ll 
?or  r^«^:  rnoney  than  we  have.   Our  expenses  are  mod^srbut  c^jJtive 
for  postage,  telephone,  secretarial  help,  «nd  suDollea   pi f lol     ' 
tribute  what  you  can  to  keep  us  afloat  uAtii   ^??S  Zk    Plfase  con- 
Of  the  property  a  full  BcaL'Lnd'c^mp^Jg'i'lsl^Snch^d'""^^^^ 
sign  up  your  friends  and  relatives  as  members  of  pSh   What  bl^f^i' 
Christmas  present?  Use  the  form  below  and  let  us  heir  ?rom  yout 


»«»«»«a«E>«»  t 


Njune 


ASdress 


Make  your  check  to: 

Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc 

Manchester 

Vermont   05254 

Contributions  to  FOH  are  tax- 
deductible. 


Annual  Membership 


•  •  . 

•   •   e   •   . 


Individual, 
Family. 

Business  and.  .  , 
Organizational  . 
Sustaining.  .  .  , 
Contributing.  ,  , 
Patron 


.$      5. 
.   15. 


25. 

50. 
100. 
500, 


r.mf*timmtwm»*i4in 


ismrwsExaBa 


Manchester  Centor,  Vermont 


Manchtitor't  and  thm  Northshiro'i  newspaper      ' 


August  26,  1976 


15  Cents 


,       ,  SARACCO  Photo 

t  a  local  group  is  sseking  ways  to 
Lincaln. 


'Triends  pf  Hildefie 
incorporate 


» 


.^t  has  been  a  little  over  a  month 
s&ta  Carl  B.  Rechner,  develc^- 
.  me&t  consultant  for  the  Christian 
Science  Church  in  Boston  met 
ydth  citizens  of  the  community 
and  oSered  them  90  da^s  to 
develop  a  plan  to  purchase  "Kil- 
dene'*  the  412  acre  Manchester 
estate  of  the  iatiS  Mary  liacoln 
Beckwith. 

Since  that  meetli^  on  July  22 
a  group  v/hich  calls  itself 
"Friends  of  Hildene"  has  formed 
aod  OS  Moaday  evening,  August 
23,  voted  articles  or  incorpora- 
tion, by-lav^  &M  elected  a  board 
<d  trustees  and  oCflcers. 

''Hild«i«",  bulU  in  1901,  was 
th©  home  d  ItofeertTodd  lir^ola, 
the  only  s<Bi  of  Presidi^  Abra- 
ham Liacoln  to  M^e  to  maturity. 
His  grasddEughter,  MaryllMoln 
Beckwith,  died  July  iO,  1375 
leaving  the  prt^er^  to  the 
Christian  Selesea  Cteajxh' with 
the  wish  that  it  be  preserved  es 
a  memorial  to  h®r  grandfather 
and  grandmother.  T!i©  Church, 
however,  &>es  tm.  operate  mem- 
orials, cannot  us©  the  estate,  and 
will  pvA  it  t©  for  sale  for  any 
legitlmato  as©  if  the  communSty 
is  unable  to  fiaarjice  ita  purchase 
ais    a    tKKj    -    profit  memorial. 

AbDut  25  persons  attendal  tfie 
meeting  Mofvday  nlglit  in  the  Man- 
chester town  office  and  joined 
"Friends  of  Hlldene"  with  pay- 
mcjnt  of  a  $5  membersh^  fee. 

After  voting  on  the  articles  of 
incorporation  and  the  by-laws, 
^vhlch  had  been  drawn  by  attorney 


Arthur  CDea,  arid  heaiti  that  the 
organization  is  seeking  tax  ex- 
empt  status,  the  groig?  ele<Aed 
a  nine  member  board  <rf  trus- 
tees. Elected  to  tlie  b<^rd  frere- 
Oscar  Johnson,  Robert  C.Schmld. 
Kenneth  F.  Hill,  Robert  Thum 
William  J.  Whitman,  Mrs.  Ronil 
P^kins,   John   H.    Wiir,"*t:a?l 
Saladino   and  Mrs.  Sasaa  mil 
In  an  executive  session  the  board 
named  Schmid,  presidom;  Thum 
treasurer;  and  Mrs.  Hill,  secret 
tary. 

*'The  axe  that  hangs  over  our 
heads,*^  said  Sclmiid,  "is  the  90 
days  to  raise  a  half  ralWon 
dollars.  V/®  ^^111  need  a  few 
large  pledges."  "KildCTe"  has 
been  appraised  at  $612,000  v^ch 
,  fneludes  the  malB  hcase  and  con- 
tents, tiTOfarmltousea,  a  carrlags) 
nxmsQ  to3  farm  tcxsis. 

la  the  weelts  to  com©  ti»  boarxl 
will  do  a  feasihiMty  stonSy  of  ^yfeat 
can  be  dene  with  the  property 
set  ig)  a  tmd  raisii^g'  eoammtml 
prepare  a  brochijre  and  e<mtaict 
the  fi©w3  media;  - 

Tuesday  momtng  followSr^  the 
metSlRg  Johnson  plitmed  church 
omclals  to  let  them  icnow  Umt 
^rlmds  of  Hild^ne  had  Incor- 
porated. While  It  is  hoped  that 
the  church  migJst  grant  an  ex- 
tension to  the  90  day  dwidllise, 
^3  is  by  no  msaas  certain  M 
this  time. 

The  next  general  membership 
moeting  is  set  for  Wednesday. 
Septembor  8  at  7:30  p.m.  In  the 
Manchester  town  office. 


ack  on  the  tracks.  ^ 
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tions  on  July  ]   from  Burlington 
to  Bellows  FaJ is  vis.  Rirtland  aixi 
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Beckwifh  accepts  honorary 
chairmanshio^of  Friends  of 


"   \},nTi 


Beckwith 


Mild 


ene 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln  Beclvirith, 
great-grandson  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  agreed  to  become 
Honorary  Chairman  of  the 
Friends  of  Hi Idena.  InaccQ:rting 
the  chairmanship,  he  wrote,  "It 
is  good  to  krtow  that  one  lias  so 
manj'  good  friends  vTOrklng  so 
hard  to  make  ones  sister's 
dream  possible." 

•'Hildene,"  built  in  1904,  was 
the  home  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln, 
the  president's  orJy  sontoliveto 
maturity.  The  412  acre  estate 
remained  into  the  family  imtil 
1975  when  Mary  Lincoln  Beciuvlth 
died  leaving  it  to  the  Christian 
Science  Church  to  be  mairitaincd 
as  a  memorial  to  her  grand- 
parents. 

The  Friends  of  Hildene  sprang 
into  being  when  the  Ciiristian 
Science  Church  offered  to  sell  the 
property  to  the  citizens  of  Man- 
chester if  thiey  could  organize  a 
non-profit  group  capable  of 
purchasing  and  managing  it. 

The  estate  Is  appraised  at 
$612,000,  however,  the  Church 
has  suggested  that  the  purchase 
price  would  be  substantially 
reduced  in  favor  of  such  a  local 
asslciation  devoted  to  preserving 
Lhe    estate    as    a   memorial  In 


coriformance  with  Miss  Beck- 
with's  wdli. 

FOH  president  Robert  Schmid 
and  counsel  Arthur  O'Dea  Jr., 
have  talked  at  lertgth  to  church 
representatives  and  are  confident 
that  agreement  on  a  purchase 
price  will  bo  reached,  accoi-din^ 
to  a  pewsletter  sent  tiiis  week  to 
tiie  membership. 

FOH  received  its  tax-exempt 
status  in  October  arid  plans  for 
mountirig  a  national  fund  raising 
campaign  are  underway.  On 
November  30,  FOH  trustees  met 
mti\  Robert  Simonds,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  fund  raising  firm  of 
Kotchum,  Inc.  to  advise  thorn  of 
the  kind  of  data  needed  in  prepar- 
ation of  a  Aind  drive.  The 
trustees,  according  to  the  news- 
letter are  determined  to  acquire 
capital  and  operating  funds  large 
enough  to  assure  a  linancialiy 
stable  educational-cultural  pro- 
gram at  Hildene. 

Four  national  foundations  have 
expressed  interest  inpreservlng 
Hildene. 

The  directors  of  the  Eva 
Gcbhard  -  Gourgaud  Foundation 
yiiil  consider  tliis  month  an  appli- 
cation for  a  grant  t»  bo  used  to 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

liire  archivists  and.  book  special- 
ists to  arrange bo»:)ks,  documents 
and  memorabilia  in  Hildene  for 
museum  display. 

Kathryn  Welcli  of  the  National 
Trust  for  Historic  Preservation 
spent  a  niOrnip.g  going  tliroug!) 
the  main  house  and  over  the 
property  and  drew  ittotiieattep;> 
tion  of]tf>tichael  Dennis  of  the' 
Nature  Conservancy  regional 
office  In  Boston  who  was  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  lower 
pasture  area,  tlie  wetlands  and , 

Firtaily,  a  presentation  of 
photographs  and  documents  has 
been  serrt  to  John  Finney  at  the 
Vermont  State  Division  of 
Historic  Preservation  who  will 
evaluate  Rildeoe  for  possible 
inclusion  in  the  State  arrf  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 
Institutions  listed  in  the  National 
Register  may  be  eligible  for  5ff%! 
federal  fureilng  for  renovation 
cost. 

Hildene  is  in  excellent  rQ)air 
and,  according  to  a  Vernioni: 
State  Electrical  Inspector,  needs 
only  mirror  work  to  comply  v/ith 
the  state  electrical  code.  For 
the  most  part  tlie  mansion  needs 
little  more  tlian  paint  and  polish. 

The  trustees  are  actively 
debating  ideas  to  make  Hildene  a 
living  memorial  to  the  Llncolns 
and  the  Beckwiths.  The  building 
would  be  open  to  local  people  aitd 
tourists  as  a  memorial- museum 
and  would  also  be  a'.'B.ilable  for 
,moetlnf{s,  recitals  and  oOci^l 
events.  A  question  still  open  ia 
how  to  use  tSie  farming  lands  and 
buildings  and  the  trustees  v/ei- 
come  sur^^estions. 

Membership  to  FOH  hasgt'owis 
from  2:>  '  \i)rn.-'  to  80  as  of 
Poc'    il~i.  s  are  K-  n 

Hi;'       „.-■  '  Johr\iiOn, 


Rornl    Perkins,    Carl  taladito, 

Robert  Schmid,  RobcA  Thum, 
J6>\n  West  and  V/illiamiVhitrnan. 
Officers  are  Schmid,  pVedldent; 
Johnson,  vice  proslaent;  Mrs. 
Hill,  secretary;  and  Thum, 
treasui-er.  New  members  are 
welcome  airj  FOH  is  seeking 
funds  to  cover  postage,  talep bene 
and  secretarial  expenses. 


(  Corrtinued  from  Page  1 ) 

Purpose  of  tiie  autlnorizaticri:  To 
alloy/  tiie  Selectmen  to  enter 
into  t;ontracts  viith  r.ew  or 
expanding  businesses  to  fix  ^t^ 
maintain  real  propei-ty  taxes  for 
a  specified  time.  The  adopted 
broad  policy  '  for  present  and 
future  Boards  of  Selectmen 
fnv'olvBs  collaboration  between 
the  B<terd,  other  town  officials, 
l>ai^s,  and  state  aiKl  federal 
organizations,  to  determine  j 
an  applicant's  financial  status 
with  a  view  toward  RArtg  and 
maintaining  the  v'aluatioB  of  the 
ai^licant's  property  for  ^period 
not  to  exceed  five  years. 

The    Board    discussed    with 
Planning  Commission  Chairman 
F.    A.    BcGgartz  the  xKcomlng 
hearing  on  Amendments  to  the  j 
Zonir^     Laws      and    reviewed  ' 
Zoning  permits   granted  by  the,^ 
ZonlxTg  Board  as  required  during  ^ 
tho  interim  between  the  Notice 
and  amy  zoning  changes. 
TheJBoard  voted  to  pay  Jcnnison 
Engineering  Co.  $16,000  for  the 
company's  ^vork  for  tjie  town  and 
accepted    the    firm's    offer  to 
absorb    the    cost    overrun    of 
$1100. 


-  ■;  j-^W.'.-:;^- ^-^-T*-  -c 


FRIENDS  OF  HILDENE :  Statement  of  Purpose 
«-  .  The  Friends  of  Hildene  have  come  together  to  secure,  for  the 
^  I         use  and  enjoyment  of  the  public,  the  historic  "Hildene"  estate  in 
Manchester,  Vermont,  that  was  the  home  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the 
only  son  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  live  to  maturity. 
F.O.H.'s  goals  are  the  following: 

a.  To  preserve  Hildene  intact  by  purchasing  it  under  the 
favorable  conditions  that  the  Christian  Science  Church,  the  owner 
of  the  property,  is  offering  to  encourage  the  formation  of  a 
conjmunity  based,  non-profit  association. 

b.  To  retain  and  restore  to  their  original  station  in  the  Hildene 
mansion  the  Lincoln  furniture,  books  and  memorabilia,  and  to  acquire 
such  other  historical  artifacts  of  the  Lincoln  family  as  friends 

or  members  of  the  family  may  wish  to  donate. 

c.  To  carry  out,  initially,  only  such  indispensable  repairs  on 
the  Hildene  residence  itself  as  to  permit  its  being  opened  to  the 
public  at  the  earliest  possible  date  -  preferable  June,  1977. 

d.  To  engage  an  individual,  or  perhaps  a  family,  to  serve  as 
custodian-currator-guide  and  to  establish,  within  the  main  house  or 
in  an  outbuilding,  year-round  accommodations  for  said  individual  or 
family.    to^juLUAj^u.-,^    "zXc^'Ccc^i   ^  \lt^c..^l^    G.U- .  I iJA.^^  tdL^'u) 

e.  To  open  the  estate  to  visitors  from  May  1st  to  October  15th 
at  fees  to  be  established,  including  special  rates  for  groups,  for 
school  children,  and  for  young  people  and  the  elderly.     r- 

i  p4 l^k. -  muima-^      }huc^  jL&^yi.;^ >A&^c.  hn&-c,( ) 
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f.  To  engage  professional  counsel  on  how  best  to  operate  an ^    / 
historical  site  as  a  tourist  attraction  with  the  aiiiu^»<^r^s||j04  the 
enterprise  financially  self-sustaining. 

g.  To  acquire  a  modest  backlog  of  endowment  funds  beyond  those 
needed  to  purchase  the  property  by  means  of: 

1.   Local,  State  and  National  fund  raising  efforts. 

Selling  or  leasing- such,  margins l-portions /^  thfe  propertV 

^  \  /      ^       ■     1    /      /    /     ) 

as  can  be  taste'fully  developed  and  u^ed  (or  left  as/natui/al 

open  spaces)  v^ithout  detracting  from  XL\^k   dignity  oT  Hil/dene 

as  a  Lincoin  memorial.   ""^ 
h.   In  order  to  carry  out  these  goals,  to  incorporate  Friends  of 
Hildene  as  a  tax-exempt  non-profit  educational  corporation  under 
Section  501  (c)  (3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code. 


i.|   To^aT\^  all   or  p^rt-<>^  its   ^xemp^i^ion   from  lol^l  property 


taxes/  in  order  not   to  become!'  a  .burden   t6   th^   local   t\xpayers 


V 

,  unless 


To  pursue  these  goals  energetically,  but  if  its  efforts  fail 


to  create-'an  economically /viabl^  Lincoln  memorial  enterprise ;  to 
cut /its  losses  p;romptly/and  disband,  turhing  over  an>  assets  to'^an 
appropriate  private  07  governmental  agency,  as  the  federal  tax  law 
requires.         -^ 


8/9/76 
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„  HILDENE  -  BRIEF  HISTORY  "'^^ /:  -  y^A 

C      XT"" 

The  412  acre  property  that  became  Hildene  was  assembled  at  the 

turn  of  the  century  by  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  who  was  fifty  years  old  at 

the  time.   President  of  the  famous  Pullmann  Car  Company,  once  Secretary 

of  War  and  then  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain,  Robert  Lincoln  first  visited 

Manchester  in  1863,  when  he  was  20  years  old,  traveling  with  his  mother 

and  Mrs.  Abner  Doubleday  and  staying  at  the  Equinox  House.   He  returned 

to  the  area  many  times,  and  decades  later  his  friend  and  law  partner, 

Edward  S.  Isham,  interested  Mr.  Lincoln  in  settling  here.   Part  of  Mr. 

Isham's  estate,  familiar  to  local  people  still  as"Ormsby  Hill'",'  was 

incorporated  into  the  neighboring  Hildene  domain. 

Mr.  Lincoln  lived  during  much  of  every  year  at  Hildene  until  his 
death  there  in  1926.   After  his  wife's  death  in  1937,  his  daughter, 
Mary  Lincoln  Isham  (whose  home  in  Manchester  is  now  the  "1811  House") 
lived  briefly  in  Hildene,  followed  in  1939  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  second 
daughter,  Jessie  Lincoln  Randolph,  who  lived  there  x^ith  her  daughter 
Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith.   Miss  Beckwith,  known  to  several  generations 
of  family  and  friends  as  "Peg",  took  over  the  estate  in  the  early  forties 
and  lived  .there  until  her  death  in  July,  1975. 

Hildene  was  left  to  the  Christian  Science  Church  in  Miss  Beckwith' s 
will,  with  the  hope  that  the  "big  house"  and  its  gardens  be  preserved 
as  a  memorial  to  her  mother  and  grandparents.   If  the  Church  could  not 
maintain  the  estate  as  a  memorial,  however,  it  was  authorized  to  sell 
the  property.   This  it  is  now  proceediiig  to  do,  but  it  has  offered  to 
set  a  low  selling  price  for  the  property  -  appraised  at  $612,000.00  -  if 
a  non-profit  citizen's  group  is  organized  to  take  it  over.   Othewise, 
the  land  and  buildings  will  have  to  be  sold  on  the  open  market,  and 
much  of  it,  in  the  heart  of  Manchester  Village,  would  be  attractive  to 


..•»•••.  «|,J(J!*'>' 


..  developers  for  sub-division  into  three  acre  lots  or,  if  Zoning  Variances 


J  allowed,  into  high  density  cluster  or  condominium  housing. 
4 
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Sla£t:*sUan8  for  the  lUOMf sXUl  aoqidslticn  of  BUdlon*  (qt  IMBMpi  pf  JIMjlt 

thMN»  sogcMtlons  ar»  lacBJbly  sul^ttedi  ts;^  Eo^S^nrt  D»  Than 

!•  A  good  lii^oap  should  bo  i^oU.1iMid  \^  FOB  to  inooirpds^to  tb*  Im^»  to  ohook ^^ 
Xogalitgr  of  its  StfttonKit  of  Ptarposo*  and  to  ooo  tluit  it  otsapilioe  vltb  all 
F)sdei^  and  Stata  statulboo  as  a  ta»-«OBBqyt  2iOQ*pra£lt  odtioational  o«rpomt&«M« 

2*  This  l«tQr<i»r»  as  with  all  ^Vtm  parofiisoiestal  assd  mn-pPof^sslOBal  vovteii  tl)/i»ad 
bo  iJB|ffOMed  idth  tho  ia^rtaaoo  of  (liop^^ 
sdniaBBi  asBonaat  in  tho  intox^oot  of  SfOttliig  this  pvojoot  #ff  ths  ^ftmA  «ltlb  tb» 

iBiiilw»  of  costs  IuvoI-stM.  •'.''':"...•'■:'■•  .•.''••■•■■:•.,••     >'' 


f   ' 


3«  A  board  of  prf®mm^  (ofnocrr^)  &dad»iirtrmto7e  should  bo  s©t  up  ia  tiat 

©f  i®®eypojp«tloa.  ":'/'<'■:      '  -.^  -■  ■'v-'^ 

4«  To  oproad  tho  msrkload*  a  pmp9mk  C<^  poiivons)  oheiaild  bo  ps^  ^  ohsTgo  of  t^ 


^:^.  H 


**  ^34^IIX«  ^^®  p©y®€m»  0ldll©«S  5ja  this  art*  should  con8tt»t3y  kmp  ttm 
vm^lM  inf  oimKl  of  tho  progffms  @r  FOH9  «id  Isoop  tho  prejoot  aliifo  ia  tho 

fflizids  and  thoughts  of  tte  ^tisomy  of  this  ®y@a« 

b,  ^fafj^^ffl^^y,  '^^I^It^  SIro®  it  hi3  been  pro'tty  mil  a^c^rtsdnod  that  tho 
Rami  Estate  p>ai2p  of  Chrlstiaii  Soi^iso  ChyMth  spout  o  idniasa  of  tiB» 
mi  tids  ppoJo^«  a  pmip  should  bo  foi^od  to  tusfioafts^  tMs  snot  inqportcsst 
a^p^ct  of  o^^  ^«d@a^or.  This  group  ehoisld  bo  hoadod  bgr  a  roliabXo  aod 
c-smci@iiti&iis  realtor  fdio  ofin  aipNkls^  ^ropSftlOB  aoaiirato!l;sr  axid  glYO  tho 
group  a  j^ollebl®  giddolla®  aa  to  how  to  s^rseooed  oa  tho  soiling  off  of 
p?oport3..os  tMt  &r©  r*ot  noodod  foy  th®  Isletorieal  identlfle&tioi)  assd 
shoMlng  of  VtIq  proport^* 

0.  ^mir  and  iBjdnteaaaof^  sttady.  Ibis  rtitfty  elio^iltl  b®  msdo  lasaodlatoly  so 
that  FOH  will  kama  yt&t  has  to  b^  do»o  to  koop  tho  stxiootiire  straotnrallj 
aoond*  uhat  intaidoi*  r^n^iTatioss  shoold  bo  doeto*  tlw  oewditlon  of  idviim 
and  heating  pl^ts,  oto.  &eh  rsoovatloBf  of  oourso*  oaa  bo  dooo  la  stigoo* 
Co3t  e3tiit:£ita3  &h&uM  bo  si^badttod  for  ths  Taileiso  phasos  of  wsitkt  along 
^th  ocms^inta  as  to  {^vallabllltsr  of  labor  aiKl/or  natorlals  boing  dcsiatod 
01^  furnisbid  at  eo@t  tig^  oosraBd^  warloani  and  supply  storoo* 

d.  C\^t^iio.n  n^rvj^omm  This  ©tuj^  ehcwild  iacltad©  tho  avollabllity  and  oost  of 
costodial  sorvloos  and  tho  logioiil  fsoAlj  looatlon  for  sixdn  a  oostodlaju 

^*  FyM-  y^^ir>.n:*  This  oms?dtte®  ehould  owtwltwi  all  possible  Fotrndation  stzpport 
possibllitios  at  liational,  Stato*  and  Corporato  Isrroli*  An  ap|a<tisal  mnot 
bo  Bwd©  bj  porsonfl  fasdllar  ulth  tho  local  aroa  to  dotomdno  th»  SKtont  of 
looal  contributions  of  lax^»  *Q9dl\2m«  and  snail  slso. 

S*  Operation.  Stx^  sb&uli  bo  Tmd&  of  elnllar  institutions  as  to  hov  thoy  are 
funded,  tht&  ccsta  of  tholr  oporatlons*  ctistodial  oorvloes*  Insuranoos*  oto* 


Sffll 
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2.  .  V 

^  Hlgtoyie^  Aa  aoeur«t«  «nl  lnt«>r«8tliig  brochure  of  tho  history 
of  Robert  IdaeolB  and  fiUdona  sboold  bo  proparod  and  an  ertinato 
■ado  bor  a  parlnting  ooapai^  aa  to  tho  ooet  of  roprodooing  It  for 
oala  to  visitors,  ThiSt  of  eooroo*  shotald  bo  ooordlnatod  vith  tho 
atucV  of  adsdasioa  foos  at  aiiallar  Mjotorioal  sltoa  to  dotosvdno  tho 
InoonD  poesibllltioo  to  offliot  ooata. 

i«  Cocgionieatlon,  An  aeoorato  roator  of  intoreatod  partioa  ahonld  ba 
proparod  forlanodiato  o^reolation.  A  zi«iizs3i»tter  sho^ild  bo  dr^ulatod 
at  loast  veoklgr  to  FOH  loqnalnting  than  idth  enrrseit  hapj^ntiiigs  a^tS 

keeping  Intereet  tnm  flagging*  Hiono  ealls  ahoold  bo  nade  to  aneo^irago 
attondanoe  at  Bieetin{!:a»  vixioh*  inoideotaUijr*  ahoold  ba  kept  rolativolar 
abort  end  of  isasd^^M  intoroat*  InterMtod  groupe  ahoold  bo  paraittod 
to  be  ahoui  through  the  Estate  at  oonrenient  tines  to  atlsBil&to  their 
intoroot  and  (hopeftilly}  vork  and  Nonay  etipport*  Thia  eoold  bo  doB« 
tdth  tho  aid  of  tb@  lodal  hlstorioal  eodLotlee* 


Weekly  nootlnga  eK2>%zld  bo  hold  idth  roporta  tr^sn  tho  varioue  heads 
of  the  above  Hsntionod  projects.  A  do^idlin®  of  Oetober  1  ahoold  bo 
to  mibrlt  a  detailed  psHspoeal  to  Mr  Carrpboll»  la^fer  for  tbs  Sst&t 
for  tho  aoquiaition  of  the  pc^pert^. 


et 


k«  If  the  feasibility  8t«^'  and  repair  and  Maintonanoo  and  other  atisdiee 
ahov  that  it  is  infeaaible  to  oontimifi  on  idtheot  svi)etaatial  fted 
raising*  a  flnanoe  group  ahoold  iaiediately  oeaivene  to  stodT  *a 
alternate  proposal  of  bond  fonding  and  raos^gage  obtalnal  f^^  iim 
Church  or  looal  banks*  Ferhaps  this  doty  eo«lld  be  inoo?porated  is  tl» 
Fund  Haiaing  coaedttee  as  a  aeoondaxy  o«»)ditlan«  so  ve  idll  not  be 
caught  flatfoott^  if  «e  find  ym  oaimot  rais  asyidwre  near  the  aaoiait 
of  Esoncy  needed  to  pursue  this  pro  jest  in  a  flmnMal  praotlesi 


I  urge  the  Fiends  of  Hlldane  to  stadly  this  list  of 
suggesticons  seriously*  as  Z  have  found  Aran  prevle>u8  eoRJorieeoe  that  tias 
■oves  rapldlyt  and  only  by  dint  of  serious  ad  hardsertdngv^^liaiteers  •  snd 
a  lot  of  thosi  «  and  hardneaed  ad&dnistratioB  •  does  a  pro  jeet  of  this  mt 
and  Bagoitudo  ^  ^tt  the  ground  suoeesi^fulSy*  I  bellsfve  it  is  tia@  for 
action. 


Kbbert  D,  Tbaa 
Horse  IUll  Rd« 
JDorsett  Venaont 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  MEMBERSHIP 


Friends  of  Hlldene,  Inc. 
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RECEIPT  is  hereby  acknowledged  of  a  donation  In  the  ou™ 
Dollars,  which  donation  Is  made  for  the 
cultural  and  educational  purposes  of  Friends  of  Hildcne,  Inc..  a 
non-profit  corporation.   It  Is  hereby  certified  that  the  above 
u-ed  donor  .s  a  .e.ber  of  friends  of  Hlldene,  Inc..  a  Vermont 
corporation  duly  constituted  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Vermont. 


Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc. 
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TWO  NEW  LINCOLN  SITES  .  .  .  MAYBE 


America's  continuing  interest  in  Abraham  Lincoln  is  a 
phenomenon  most  evident  on  a  broadly  popular  level.  There 
may  well  be  less  research  in  progress  on  Lincoln  manuscripts 
and  books  than  there  was  two  or  three  decades  ago.  Real  ac- 
tion is  taking  place,  however,  where  masses  of  Americans 
look  increasingly  for  their  contacts  writh  history,  at  historical 
sites.  The  National  Park  Service  initiated  a  long-range  pro- 
gram to  improve  the  Lincoln  home  site  in  Springfield,  Illinois, 
some  years  back.  There  is  a  large  project  under  way  to  up- 
grade the  interpretative  material  at  other  Lincoln  sites  in 


Illmois  as  well.  A  new  site  in  Kentucky  was  dedicated  j  ust  this 
year,  and  people  in  Vermont,  of  all  places,  are  at  work  to  save 
another  Lincoln-related  historical  site. 

The  newest  addition  is  the  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  House  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  dedicated  on  June  ninth  of  this  year. 
Like  all  such  events,  this  dedication  was  the  result  of  con- 
siderable struggle  over  a  substantial  period  in  the  past.  More 
than  seven  years  ago,  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Nunn,  wife  of  the  gover- 
nor of  Kentucky  at  that  time,  visited  the  historic  brick  house 
in  which  Mary  Todd  spent  her  girlhood  years.  The  wives  of  the 
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FIGURE  1.  The  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  house  on  Main  Street  in  Lexington,  Kentucky. 


From  the  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 


LINCOLN    LORE 


FIGURE  2.  Much  of  the 
Todd  home  is  restored  to  the 
period  1832  -  1849,  the  time 
of  Robert  Smith  Todd's 
residence  there.  This  par- 
lor contains  the  painted 
portrait  of  Robert  Smith 
Todd.  The  couches  are 
copies  of  furniture  used  by 
Mary  Todd  and  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  the  White  House. 


From  the  Louis  A.  Warren 

Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 


governors  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  coming  for  a  visit  and 
had  expressed  an  interest  in  seeing  the  house.  Mrs.  Nunn  was 
shocked  to  find  that  the  Todd  home  was  a  tumbledown  ware- 
house for  plumbing  supplies. 

The  house  had  survived  many  close  calls  in  the  past.  As 
early  as  1921,  civic  and  historical  groups  in  Lexington  show- 
ed interest  in  using  the  house  for  a  museum.  After  a  year's  ef- 
forts, however,  the  only  accomplishment  was  the  placement 
of  a  tablet  on  the  outside  of  the  building  describing  its  history. 
Occasional  newspaper  articles  on  the  sad  plight  of  the  house 
sparked  little  interest.  A  proposal  to  use  it  for  commercial  pur- 


poses in  1932  did  prompt  a  protest  from  a  black  church  across 
the  street.  Louis  A.  Warren,  the  first  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore, 
made  several  attempts  in  the  1940s  to  interest  Lexington  citi- 
zens in  converting  the  home  into  an  historic  site,  but  in  1946, 
the  house  was  nearly  razed  to  make  room  for  a  gas  station. 
The  home  was  a  victim  of  forces  of  which  we  have  only  re- 
cently become  aware.  Before  the  era  of  woman's  liberation,  it 
was  not  easy  to  arouse  enthusiasm  for  a  girlhood  home.  In- 
deed, the  Kentucky  Mansions  Preservation  Foundation  touts 
the  home  as  "the  first  shrine  to  honor  an  American  First 
Lady."  C.  Frank  Dunn,  a  local  Lexington  historian  who  was 


FIGURE  3.  The  master  bed- 
room in  the  Todd  house  is 
furnished  with  pieces  made 
in  Winchester,  Kentucky,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  Knowl- 
edge of  the  type  of  carpet 
used  in  the  room  came  from 
the  1849  inventory  of  the 
Robert  Smith  Todd  estate. 
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interested  in  saving  the  house  in  1949,  wrote  Louis  Warren  to 
tell  him  that  it  would  never  work  to  save  the  home  "to  glorify 
womanhood."  It  could  only  succeed  as  an  essentially  Lincoln- 
related  memorial. 

Dunn  pointed  to  other  problems.  He  did  not  feel  that  any 
prominent  woman  in  Lexington  would  lead  a  campaign  to 
save  the  Todd  house.  For  one  thing,  the  home  was  a  notorious 
house  of  ill  fame  in  some  of  the  years  after  it  passed  out  of 
Todd  family  hands.  For  another,  most  of  the  leaders  of 
Lexington  society  were  Confederate  descendants.  Despite  the 
fact  that  the  state  did  not  secede,  Lincoln's  policies  on  race 
drove  Kentucky  sentiment  into  the  camp  of  the  Solid  South 
after  the  war  was  over,  and  there  that  sentiment  remained  as 
late  as  1949.  A  further  problem  was  the  extremely  poor  condi- 
tion of  the  house.  At  that  time,  it  seemed  "utterly  impossible  to 
restore  the  place." 

The  Todd  home  went  through  the  various  stages  of  decay 
that  properties  on  the  slide  go  through.  The  original  family 
left,  and  the  occupants  became  people  without  a  permanent 
home.  From  a  rooming  house,  it  became  a  place  where  people 
went  just  for  an  evening.  From  a  saloon,  it  became  a  place  oc- 
cupied more  by  objects  than  people,  a  used-furniture  store.  At 
last,  it  became  a  place  occupied  only  by  objects,  a  warehouse. 

Mrs.  Nunn  organized  the  Kentucky  Mansions  Preserva- 
tion Foundation  in  1969  to  renovate  the  Executive  Mansion  in 
Frankfort.  The  organization  restored  White  Hall,  the  home  of 
Lincoln's  minister  to  Russia,  antislavery  maverick  Cassius 
M.  Clay.  The  Foundation  also  took  an  interest  in  the  Todd 
home,  but  the  conversion  of  that  home  to  a  public  historic  site 
would  not  be  accomplished  without  a  final  struggle. 

The  Kentucky  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  raised  $26,500, 
the  appraised  value  of  the  house.  Governor  Nunn  provided 
$100,000  in  state  money  from  a  contingency  fund.  The  De- 
partment of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  included  the 
block  on  which  the  Todd  home  was  situated  in  a  Lexington  ur- 
ban renewal  tract.  In  1971,  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 
bought  the  tract,  but  a  long  legal  battle  ensued.  The  owners 
contested  the  state's  ability  to  condemn  the  property  on  the 
basis  of  the  value  of  that  piece  of  property  alone  without  con- 
sidering its  value  in  conjunction  with  surrounding  proper- 
ties. In  1973,  the  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  a  Fayette 
Circuit  Court  ruling  that  the  state  could  condemn  the  proper- 
ty without  considering  the  value  of  the  adjacent  property. 

Actual  restoration  of  the  property  could  not  begin  until 
1976.  Governor  Julian  Carroll's  administration  provided 
$465,000  to  restore  the  house  and  purchase  furnishings.  The 
governor  and  his  wife  also  made  unused  Executive  Mansion 
furniture  available  for  use  in  the  Todd  home.  The  feat  was  at 
last  accomplished. 

The  house  was  built  in  the  first  decade  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. Robert  Smith  Todd  purchased  the  house  in  1832,  when 
his  daughter  Mary  was  already  fourteen  years  old.  She  lived 
in  the  home  until  she  left  for  Springfield  in  1839;  her  father 
lived  there  until  his  death  in  1849.  While  he  lived  in  the  house, 
Robert  Todd  was  clerk  of  the  Kentucky  House  of  Representa- 
tives, was  elected  to  the  Kentucky  Senate,  and  was  president 
of  the  Lexington  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky.  The  family 
gained  substantial  income  from  a  grocery  establishment. 

Of  course,  the  original  furnishings  of  the  Todd  home  have 
not  survived.  When  Robert  Todd  died  in  1849,  his  estate  was 
offered  for  sale  and  was  scattered  far  and  wide.  The  inventory 
of  the  estate  made  for  that  sale  survives,  however,  and  from 
that  inventory  it  was  possible  to  make  an  educated  guess  at 
the  furnishings  of  the  house.  The  twenty-room  brick  house 
contains  a  rare  portrait  of  Robert  Todd  and  draperies  copied 
from  a  surviving  swatch  from  the  original  parlor.  The  home  is 
open  to  visitors  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  Tuesday  through  Satur- 
day, and  from  1  p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  Sunday. 

The  name  of  Robert  Todd  figures  prominently  in  the  strug- 
gle which  is  presently  going  on  to  save  Hildene,  a  mansion  in 
Manchester,  Vermont.  It  was  the  home  of  Robert  Todd  Lin- 
coln, the  only  son  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  to  live 
to  maturity.  Robert  first  visited  Manchester  on  a  vacation  to 
escape  the  heat  of  a  Washington  summer  during  the  Civil 
War.  He  visited  the  area  repeatedly  after  the  war  and  was 
especially  fond  of  the  summer  home  his  law  partner,  Edward 
Swift  Isham,  kept  in  the  area.  In  1902,  now  wealthy  and  suc- 
cessful, Robert  Todd  Lincoln  purchased  several  hundred 
acres  in  Manchester.  In  1904,  Hildene  was  built  and  remain- 
ed in  the  family's  hands  until  the  death  of  Robert's  grand- 
daughter, Mary  Lincoln  Beckwith,  in  1975.  Her  will  left  the 
412-acre  estate  to  the  Christian  Science  Church  with  the  wish 
that  it  be  preserved  as  a  memorial  to  her  grandparents.  How- 
ever, the  will  contains  an  escape  clause  allowing  the  church  to 


sell  the  estate  if  it  is  "impractical"  to  run  the  estate  as  an  his- 
torical memorial. 

The  position  of  the  Christian  Science  Church  is  simple. 
They  consider  themselves,  according  to  Mr.  Carl  B.  Rechner, 
Real  Estate  Consultant  at  the  Christian  Science  Center  in 
Boston,  a  "small  but  international  church."  They  are  not 
equipped  to  run  historical  memorials,  and  that  is  an  enter- 
prise which  does  not  particularly  fit  their  mainly  religious  ob- 
jectives. They  wish  to  follow  the  spirit  of  the  will  and  will  sell 
the  property  to  any  group  which  will  operate  the  property  as  a 
memorial  to  the  Lincolns.  However,  the  property  was  ap- 
praised at  $612,000,  and  no  group  which  wishes  to  operate  the 
home  as  an  historic  property  has  that  kind  of  money.  Mr. 
Rechner  said  that  the  church  offered  to  sell  for  $400,000  and  to 
"make  terms"  that  would  ease  even  that  burden,  but  their  of- 
fer has  not  been  taken.  They  have  been  offered,  $200,000, 
which  they  refused.  They  feel  that,  if  no  group  prepared  to 
manage  the  property  as  a  memorial  offers  to  buy  it  for  a 
reasonable  price,  that  they  are  then  free  to  sell  to  any  other 
buyer  for  the  next  best  use. 

The  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  a  group  of  over  one  hundred 
Manchester  citizens  anxious  to  save  the  mansion  for  histori- 
cal purposes,  is  long  on  sentiment  for  the  project  and,  under- 
standably, short  on  funds.  One  major  gift,  says  FOH  presi- 
dent Robert  Schmid,  allowed  them  to  make  the  $200,000  offer. 
Since  negotiations  to  close  the  gap  between  that  and  the 
church's  figure  have  broken  down,  that  offer  has  been  with- 
drawn. The  Friends  of  Hildene  think  that  they  have  an  excel- 
lent chance  to  save  the  estate  through  the  courts.  "News  from 
the  Friends  of  Hildene,"  a  bulletin  published  by  the  organiza- 
tion, stated  their  case  this  way  in  April: 

The  FOH  stand,  buttressed  by  legal  precedent  and 
authority,  is  that  the  Church  has  not  shown  —  and  has 
made  no  good  faith  effort  to  establish  —  that  to  run  Hildene 
as  directed  in  the  Will  would  be  "impractical."  Therefore, 
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FIGURE  4.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  portrait  in  the  din- 
ing room  of  Hildene. 
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having  failed  to  establish  "impracticality,"  the  Church  is 
not  free  to  sell  the  estate  except  to  a  buyer  who  will  honor 
Miss  Beckwith's  memorial  concept.  In  FOH's  view  "im- 
practicality" mifiht  have  been  argued  if  the  Beckwith  Will 
had  left  no  money  to  the  Church  as  operating  capital  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  Hildene  memorial.  But  the  Will  provides  a 
specific  fund  of  $425,000.  as  endowment  for  this  memorial 
purpose  as  well  as  "all  the  rest,  residue,  and  remainder"  of 
the  estate  after  taxes  and  expenses  have  been  paid.  Thus, 
with  .  .  .  working  capital  and  with  full  title  to  the  land  and 
buildings,.  .  .  the  Church  must  present  convincing  evidence 
—  which  has  not  been  forthcoming  —  that  it  is  "impracti- 
cal" to  maintain  Hildene  as  a  memorial. 
The  $425,000  endowment  was  a  fund  set  aside  in  Miss  Beck- 
with's will  for  her  servants.  The  servants  are  all  deceased 
now,  and  in  that  contingency  the  money  and  the  "rest  and 
residue"  of  the  estate  after  settlement  were  to  go  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  memorial.  Mr.  Schmid  estimates  the  amount  avail- 
able for  this  purpose  now  at  $780,000  in  cash,  stocks,  and 
bonds.  A  court  fight  is  in  the  offing,  the  Church  petitioning 
the  courts  for  permission  to  sell  Hildene  on  the  open  market 
and  the  Friends  of  Hildene  "determined  to  prevent,  by  all 
legal  means,  the  diversion  of  these  resources  from  their  in- 
tended purpose." 

Hildene  has  been  nominated  for  inclusion  on  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places  by  the  Vermont  State  Division  for 
Historic  Preservation,  which  described  it  as  a  "magnificent 
example  of  Georgian  revival  architecture."  Miss  Kathryn 
Welch,  planning  officer  for  the  Boston  regional  office  of  the 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  noted: 
The  estate  contains  a  multiplicity  of  artifacts,  memorabilia, 
and  archival  materials,  which  would  be  of  historical  signif- 
icance. Resources  such  as  the  papers  and  correspondence 
of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and  the  Lincoln-Beckwdth  families 
as  well  as  the  collection  of  artifacts  should  be  evaluated  for 
their  content  and  significance  relative  to  U.S.  history,  the 
history  of  the  Lincoln-Beckwith  family,  and  the  more  local 
history  of  the  estate  and  the  town  of  Manchester. 
The  home  is  in  good  physical  condition,  and  Mr.  Schmid  says 
that  the  furnishings  in  the  home  are  mostly  the  ones  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln  acquired  for  it.  Miss  Beckwith,  laiown  locally  as 
"Peg,"  lived  in  the  house  as  it  had  been  set  up  by  her  grand- 


father. She  bought  very  few  furnishings  herself  Some  of  the 
furnishings,  however,  go  to  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  Beckwith, 
Miss  Beckwith's  brother,  and  he  is  currently  distriljuting 
some  of  the  items.  Friends  of  Hildene  have  contacted  him, 
however,  and  he  has  apparently  agreed  to  leave  certain  very 
important  pieces,  like  the  grandfather  clock,  in  the  home. 

When  I  asked  Mr.  Rechner  for  a  description  of  the  Church's 
position,  he  gave  me  in  essence  the  position  I  described  as  the 
Church's  above.  He  did  not  mention  the  endowment  fund  on 
which  the  Friends  of  Hildene  place  so  much  emphasis.  Want- 
ing to  clarify  the  matter,  I  called  the  Church's  associate  coun- 
sel, Mr.  Philip  Hunt.  He  expressed  some  reluctance  to  discuss 
a  matter  of  litigation  at  first,  but  he  did  consent  to  discuss  the 
will  a  bit.  The  "so-called  endowment"  fund  is  "in  there,"  he 
said,  as  a  trust  which  was  never  set  up  because  all  the  poten- 
tial beneficiaries  were  deceased  before  they  could  benefit  from 
it.  Mr.  Hunt's  position  is  that,  "endowment"  fund  or  no,  the 
whole  question  hinges  on  "the  degree  of  discretion"  Miss 
Beckwith  desired  the  directors  of  the  Church  to  have.  The 
courts,  he  said,  will  look  at  the  critical  words  in  the  will,  which 
state  that  in  the  event  the  directors  should  determine  the  his- 
torical memorial  purpose  impractical,  they  could  use  the 
property  to  further  the  ends  of  religion  as  taught  by  Mary 
Baker  Eddy.  The  will  states  that  it  is  Miss  Beckwith's  "de- 
sire," but  she  does  "not  direct"  that  it  be  used  for  the  histori- 
cal purpose.  She  could  have  directed  them  to  do  so  and  left  the 
property  to  someone  else  in  the  event  that  they  did  not  wish  to 
do  so.  The  courts  will  have  to  interpret  whether  it  is  entirely  up 
to  the  directors  of  the  Church  to  decide  the  question  of  practi- 
cahty.  In  the  meantime,  Lincoln  enthusiasts  wdll  have  to  wait 
and  watch  anxiously  or  hope  that  some  benefactor  can  close 
the  gap  between  the  Church's  price  for  the  property  and  the 
funds  raised  by  the  Friends  of  Hildene. 

Editor's  Note:  Readers  of  the  credits  for  photographs  in  recent  issues 
will  have  noted  the  appearance  of  the  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library 
and  Museum.  This  is  the  new  name  for  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foun- 
dation. A  future  issue  will  deal  with  the  renaming  of  the  Foundation  in 
honor  of  its  first  director  and  with  the  move  of  the  facility  to  brand  new 
quarters. 

M.  E.  N.,  Jr. 


FIGURE  5.  Main  entrance  of  Hildene. 
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GOVERNOR  SMELLING  OPENS  HILDENE 
TO  THE  PUBLIC  FOR  'PRE-RENOVATION'  TOURS 

When  Governor  Richard  Snelling  cuts  the  traditional  ribbon  at  4:30  p.m.  on  Monday,  September  18,  Historic  Hildene 
will  open  its  doors  for  the  first  time  to  the  admission  paying  public.  Tours  of  the  main  house  will  be'offered  daily,  for 
approximately  30  days  during  the  1978  foliage  season,  in  the  afternoons  only,  between  1  and  4  p.m.  The  admission 
fee  will  be  $1  per  adult,  50  cents  per  child  (14  and  under)  and  $3  per  family.  Members  of  Friends  of  Hildene   Inc    pay 
no  fee.  '        ' 

"We  are  calling  these  'Pre-Renovation'  tours,"  says  David  Sheldon,  Hildene's  executive  director,  "because  we  want 
people  to  realize  that  they  will  be  seeing  the  house  more  or  less  as  we  found  it,  and  before  our  extensive  program  of 
renovation  begins.  The  low  admission  fee  reflects  this  'Pre-Renovation' condition". 

Hildene  was  formally  dedicated  as  a  community  resource  at  ceremonies  on  Augusts,  since  which  time  nearly  1500 
persons  have  toured  the  main  house  and  grounds.  But  these  tours  have  been  available  only  to  the  850  Charter  Mem- 
bers of  Friends  of  Hildene  and  their  families.  The  foliage-season  house  tours  beginning  September  18  will  be  the  first 
glimpse  the  general  public  will  ever  have  had  of  the  estate  that  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  built  in  1904  and  called  his 
"ancestral  home". 

Governor  Snelling  is  scheduled  to  arrive  at  Hildene  at  approximately  4  p.m.  on  September  18,  with  the  brief  cere- 
mony slated  for  4:30.  The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  attend,  and  those  who  wish  to  be  among  the  first  admission- 
paying  visitors  to  Hildene  will  be  accommodated  after  the  ceremony  until  6  p.m.  on  that  day  only.  From  Tuesday, 
September  19  until  October  15  the  first  tour  will  begin  at  1  p.m.  and  the  last  tour  will  start  at  4  p.m.  Tours  will  be 
conducted  by  volunteer  guides.  Visitors  will  also  be  invited  to  try  out  the  estate's  new  nature  trails,  also  open  to  the 
public  for  the  first  time.  (See  "Nature  Trails"  item,  this  issue.) 


FOH  MEMBERS  ELECT  NEW  TRUSTEES  AT 
SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Two  new  Trustees  were  elected  by  the  membership  at  the  second  annual  meeting  of  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.  on 
August  30,  and  announcement  was  made  of  the  addition  of  five  new  names  to  the  Hildene  Advisory  Board.  The  new 
Trustees,  both  of  whom  have  served  until  now  on  the  Advisory  Board,  are  Judith  M.  (Mrs.  Frederick)  Taylor  and 
Henry  B.  van  Loon,  both  of  Dorset.  The  new  members  of  the  Advisory  Board  are  John  Chapin,  John  Kennedy,  Clint 
Lewis,  Marshall  Peck  and  Malcolm  Cooper,  all  of  Manchester 

Mrs.  Taylor  graduated  from  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Burr  and  Burton  Seminary.  She  is  known 
for  her  enthusiastic  participation  in  many  branches  of  the  civic  and  community  life  of  the  Northshire.  Henry  "Hank" 
van  Loon's  current  profession  is  architecture,  but  his  earlier  careers  included  the  fields  of  economics  and  planning  as 
well.  The  remaining  seven  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  jean  Bischoff,  Oscar  Johnson,  Gerald  Keneally,  Arthur 
J.  O'Dea,  Romi  Perkins,  Robert  Schmid,  and  Robert  Thum. 

The  Hildene  Advisory  Board,  formed  in  June  to  assist  the  Board  of  Trustees,  now  has  twelve  members.  Of  the  four 
newly-appointed  men,  John  Chapin  is  a  Manchester  Townlift  Committeeman  and  State  Finance  Chairman  of  the  Ver- 
mont Republican  Party;  John  Kennedy  is  assistant  vice  president  of  the  Rutland  Savings  Bank  and  manager  of  its 
Manchester  Branch;  Clint  Lewis  is  owner  and  manager  of  the  popular  Jelly  Mill  in  Manchester;  and  Marshall  Peck  is 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Vermont  News  Guide,  Malcolm  Cooper  is  owner  of  J  .K.  Adams  in  Dorset.  Already  serving 
on  the  Advisory  Board  are  Stig  Albertsson,  Mary  Bort,  the  Rev.  Jerome  Hevey,  Jr.,  Tony  Perry,  John  Trethaway, 
Gerald  Wilcox  and  Dr.  Ilsley  S.  Zecher. 


DEDICATION  DAY 
CAPS  SUCCESSFUL  CHARTER  MEMBERS  CAMPAIGN 

When  the  civil  war  cannon  boomed  at  12  o'clock  noon  on  Saturday,  August  5  to  usher  in  Hildene's  "noble  second 
career"  more  than  300  well-wishers  were  arrayed  in  the  formal  gardens  to  mark  the  day.  It  was  Hildene's  Dedication 
Day,  and  before  the  weary  staff  of  27  volunteers  closed  the  gates  at  5  p.m.  more  than  700  Charter  members  and  their 
families  had  taken  the  first  formal  house  tours  offered  by  FOH.  Two  hundred  more  took  the  tour  on  each  of  the  two 
following  days,  giving  a  total  of  1 100  for  the  three-day  Dedication  week-end. 

The  big  day  was  the  climax  of  a  month-long  campaign  for  charter  members  that  was  both  a  financial  and  a  recruit- 
ing success.  More  than  600  new  members  were  entered  on  the  Charter  rolls  in  that  month,  and  their  contributions 
came  to  a  rousing  $12,000.  It  was  an  auspicious  beginning  in  every  way! 


NEW  ADDITIONS  TO  HILDENE  COLLECTION  OF 
LINCOLN  MEMORABILIA 

The  donation  to  Historic  Hildene  of  additional  items  for  its  Lincoln  memorabilia  collection  and  of  furnishings  for 
the  main  house  has  been  announced  by  Hildene's  executive  director.  "We  are  announcing  these  early  donations,"  David 
Sheldon  says,  "not  only  because  of  their  intrinsic  interest  but  also  because  we  want  to  encourage  other  such  donations. 
We  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  would  like  to  donate  19th  century  antique  furniture  or  objects  connected  in 
anyway  with  the  life  and  times  of  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and  his  family.  The  restored  main  house  will  make  a  fine  show- 
case for  period  furnishings  and  furniture. 

Among  the  memorabilia  are  four  lithographs  and  two  framed  silhouettes,  all  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  Robert 
Lincoln's  father.  These  were  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Glidden,  visitors  from  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  who  brought  them 
to  Hildene  on  Dedication  Day.  just  before  that,  judge  Margaret  Dougherty  enhanced  Hildene's  Lincoln  collection  by 
the  gift  of  a  bank  check  made  out  and  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1859. 

Another  item  of  Lincolniana  was  received  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  a  Tiffany  serving  tray,  in  sterling  silver,  decorated 
with  raised  figures  of  small  animals.  Presented  to  a  little  girl,  it  is  inscribed  "From  her  god  mother  Mary  Lincoln  Isham.' 
Mrs.  Charles  Isham  was  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  older  daughter  who  established  a  home  in  Manchester  (now  the  "181 1 
House")  one  year  after  her  father  moved  into  Hildene.  The  Isham's  son  Lincoln  Isham  was  a  resident  of  Dorset  until 
his  death  in  1971. 

Sheldon  also  announced  the  donation  to  Hildene  of  several  sets  of  draperies,  some  with  box  valances,  from  Mrs. 
Stig  Albertsson.  Historic  Hildene,  he  pointed  out,  is  a  tax-exempt,  non-profit  corporation,  and  all  gifts  made  to  it  are 
fully  deductible  for  federal  income  tax  purposes.  In  the  case  of  gifts  in  kind,  such  as  those  described  above,  Sheldon's 
office  has  the  items  appraised  and  informs  the  donors  of  the  value  of  the  gift  for  tax  purposes.  The  Hildene  office  is 
open  from  nine  to  five  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday  and  the  telephone  number  is  802-362-1788. 


FOREST  LORE  AND  NORTHSHIRE  GEOLOGY  ON 
HILDENE'S  NATURE  TRAILS 

When  Governor  Sneiiing  cuts  the  "trails"  ribbon  on  September  18  he  will  open  to  the  public  the  first  two  loops  in 
what  will  one  day  be  a  complete  network  of  Hildene's  nature  trails.  Of  the  two  trails  now  ready,  one  is  about  half  a 
mile  in  length,  requiring  perhaps  twenty  minutes  of  easy  walking.  The  second  covers  a  mile  and  a  half;  it  winds  half-way 
down  to  the  River  Road  and  then  climbs  back  up  to  the  Hildene  gardens,  and  it  is  classified  "moderately  strenuous." 
Both  offer  surprising  insights  into  the  geology  as  well  as  the  forest-lore  of  the  region.  The  trails  were  designed  and  made 
by  Hildene's  Youth  Service  workers  headed  by  Leal  Mertes.  The  professional  planning  was  done  by  jim  White, 
County  Forester;  Larry  Pratt,  County  Soil  Conservationist;  and  John  Pratt,  also  a  USD  A  soil  conservationist. 


THE  VOLUNTEER'S  CORNER 

Volunteer's  Log  Book  -  all  of  our  volunteers  are  asked  to  register  in  our  new  Log  Book  which  is  kept  at  the  recep- 
tion desk.  Please  record  time  spent  at  Hildene  —  or  at  home  —  working  for  Historic  Hildene.  We  need  this  record  for 
two  reasons:  it  helps  us  with  our  presentation  to  foundations  to  be  able  to  show  a  goodly  amount  of  volunteer  support, 
and,  in  addition,  we  will  want  to  recognize  you  at  the  proper  time. 

So,  please  sign  the  log.  Those  of  you  who  already  have  hours  from  Dedication  Day,  etc.,  please  register  those. 

Our  Thanks  to  serveral  persons  who  have  given  extra  effort  during  our  first  few  weeks:  BILL  HARVEY,  owner 
of  FEET  FIRST  in  Manchester  Center,  who  has  served  as  our  official  photographer;  ED  MILLS,  who  has  set  up  our 
accounting  system  and  is  helping  our  staff  keep  a  good  set  of  books;  THE  MANCHESTER  GARDEN  CLUB,  their 
quick  action  in  doing  some  garden  work  made  our  Dedication  Day  much  more  pleasant. 

VOLUNTEER  TOUR  GUIDES  are  being  trained  for  foliage  season  tours  this  fall  and  for  our  grand  opening  to  the 
public  in  1979.  If  you  are  interested,  please  call  Judy  Taylor  (867-5318),  jane  MacEllven  (362-1 127)  or  Diane  Talcott 
(362-2767).  They  will  explain  what  is  involved  in  joining  this  elite  group. 


TO  SPEED  HILDENE'S  RESTORATION:  BECOME  A  MEMBER! 

Fortunately,  the  main  house  at  Hildene  is  in  excellent  condition  structurally.  But  the  interior  decor  needs  to  be 
completely  renewed  —  from  floor  to  ceiling.  And  much  of  the  furniture  and  furnishings  —  almost  all  purchased  by  the 
Lincolns  at  the  turn  of  the  century  —  needs  recovering,  refinishing,  repair,  and  in  some  cases  replacement. 

One  of  the  best  ways  we  know  to  pay  for  this  essential  restoration  work  —  which  will  be  supervised  by  an  experi- 
enced preservation  architect  —  is  to  enroll  new  members  in  Friends  of  Hildene.  Many  of  those  who  receive  this  news- 
letter are  already  Charter  Members  of  FOH.  But  some  are  not,  and  we  hope  they  will  join  us. 

And  you  who  are  members  can  upgrade  your  memberships,  persuade  your  friends  to  join  us,  and  send  us  the  names 
of  potential  contributing  members. 

FOH  membership  means  free  tours  of  Hildene  each  year;  an  invitation  to  the  annual  members'  dinner;  a  vote  at  the 
annual  meeting;  and  unlimited  access  to  Hildene's  nature  trails,  forests,  and  wetlands.  But  most  of  all,  membership  in 
Friends  of  Hildene  means  your  support  for  high  quality,  careful,  and  sensitive  restoration  work! 


Yes!  I  want  to  help  restore  Historic   HILDENEl   Enclosed  is  my  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE  member- 
ship contribution  of: 

Life  Member  D  $5,000.  or  more 

Benefactor  D  $1,000. 

Patron  D  $    500. 

Contributing  D  $    100. 

Sustaining  D  $       50. 

Family  D  $       25. 

Individual  D  $ 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  FRIENDS  Of  HILDENE, INC. 

NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY __^_   STATE ZIP 

AND  MAIL  TO   MANCHESTER,  VERMONT  05254 
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IS  THERE  A  MUSIC-LOVING  BENEFACTOR  OUT  THERE? 

Because  so  many  of  the  1500  visitors  who  have  toured  the  main  house  to  date  have  asked  whether  the  pipe  organ  in 
the  center  hall  will  be  renovated,  Hildene  staff  have  looked  into  the  matter.  The  answer,  according  to  one  of  New 
England's  most  talented  specialists  in  organ  renovation,  is  that  the  Aeolian  instrument  at  Hildene  is  very  valuable,  is  in 
fundamentally  sound  condition,  and  can  be  restored  perfectly  at  a  cost  of  no  more  than  $6,000. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  signed  a  contract  on  July  31,  1908  with  The  Aeolian  Company  of  New  York  City  for  the  con- 
struction of  this  two-manual  and  pedalboard  residential  pipe  organ.  It  contains  1 7  stops,  and  the  1 7  ranks  of  pipes  — 
almost  1000  pipes  in  all  —  are  housed  in  two  intricately  spindled  cabinets  on  the  stair  landing  of  the  main  hall.  The 
console  is  in  the  first  floor  foyer,  with  the  blower  mechanism  in  a  special  room  in  the  basement.  The  console  is  equip- 
ped with  a  Duo-Art  music  roll  mechanism,  and  there  are  some  two  hundred  player  rolls.  The  existing  pipe  work  is  in 
excellent  condition,  but  work  has  to  be  done  on  the  chest  and  reservoir  leathers,  the  blower  mechanism,  electrical  con- 
tacts, and  the  player  roll  unit.  Mr.  Lincoln  paid  $11 ,500  for  the  organ  in  1908,  and  it  is  estimated  that  an  instrument 
of  comparable  size  and  quality  would  cost  at  least  $50,000  to  $75,000  today. 

Will  Hildene's  halls  once  more  vibrate  to  the  sound  of  Robert  Lincoln's  pipe  organ?  The  FOH  trustees  hope  so,  but 
Hildene's  annual  budget  for  restoration  will  not  be  able  to  accommodate  the  organ  project  for  at  least  five  years.  If 
this  rare  Aeolian  instrument  is  to  regain  its  voice  soon,  there  must  be  an  inspired  Friend  of  Hildene  who  volunteers  to 
donate  the  necessary  $6,000. 

The  talented  organ  restorer  lives  near  Manchester  and  is  available  to  do  the  work  this  winter. 

IS  THERE  A  MUSIC-LOVING  BENEFACTOR  OUT  THERE? 


ATTENTION,  CHARTER  MEMBERS  .  .  .  your  name  will  appear  on  our  charter  member  scroll  in  the  lobby  as  it 
appears  on  the  outside  of  this  Newsletter.  If  there  is  a  correction,  call  362-1 788  by  September  25th. 


NEW  FROM  HISTORIC  HILDENE  is  the  quarterly  newsletter  of  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  Manchester,  Vermont,  05254. 
Telephone  (802)  362-1788.  FOH  has  as  its  purpose  the  preservation  of  Hildene's  open  lands  and  the  restoration  of  its 
buildings  so  that  the  estate  can  be  made  available  to  the  public  as  an  educational  and  cultural  resource  and  as  a  memorial 
to  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  and  his  family.  A  special  section  of  the  "Manchester  Journal"  published  on  Dedication  Day 
contains  much  detailed  information  on  Hildene  and  the  Lincolns  who  lived  there,  including  recent  photographs.  Single 
copies  are  available,  free,  on  request. 


SCHEDULE  OF  TOURS:  From  September  18  through  October  15,  tours  available  afternoons  only,  from  1  to  4  p.m.  FOH  members  free. 
Other,  including  guests  of  members,  $1  per  adult,  50  cents  per  child  (14  and  under)  $3  per  family.  Closed  September  30th. 


Robert  Todd  Lincoln's 

HILDENE 
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Mr.   Mark  E.    Neely,   Jr. , 

Director,  "^ 

The  Louis  A.    Warron  Lincoln  Library  and  Mutieum, 

1300  South  Clinton  St., 

Port   Wayne,    Ind. ,    468OI 

Dear  Hr.    Neely: 

This   is   a  much  delayed  reply  to   your  ld.nd  letter  of  May   3j    hut  I   kno-w 
that      David  Sheldon,    executive   director  of  Hildene,    has  been  in   touch 
■with  you   about   the   toy  soldiers   and  has   also   had  confirmation  of  your 
p   articipation   ±n  our   fornal   opening  ceremonies  on  July  4.      VJ'e    are 
delighted  that  you   can   come   and  I    am   looking  forward  to   meeting  you. 

Meanwhile  I   have    tried  to   find  out   vhat  I    could  about   the    soldiers. 
You  certainly  have   our  porraission    to    ,;rito    an   article    about   them  for 
your  bulletin,   Lincoln  Lore,    and  if  ve   h  ve   not   already   run   something 
about    thorn  perhaps  you'c"    let  us   ro])rint   it   in   i^.  later   issuo     of  our 
quarterly  nei;s   letter.      And  vjo    shall   be    jlad   to    a^-ran,';e    to    h^ive    photos 
made    for   you. 

I    am   afraid  that   v.o   h' ve   n      document'ir:/  ovidencG    taat   any  of   the    soldiers — 
and  t/iore    are    so,..g    I40   ^jiecos   in   all — bolongud  to   iiobert  Lincoln  personally, 
thouja  nearly--   all    01    tiicm  vera   found  in   the   llildono   house    and  they  mu   t 
have  beeii  aji'.on^  tl-.e   toys   th",t  "lobe.'t  Ij/jmoIj'.  '  s   J'l"a"a>^o^.i,J  il-  :.  played  -with 
■w:ien  they  visited  their  ^jraridparentc   during  t:ie   sum  ers.      Lincoln  lived 
here   from  190^  until   h.s  deatn  in  I926   and  hi^'-v.'idow  continued  to    spend 
summers   hero  until   hor   death  in  193^^.      There   -were    tliroe    gi-andchildren: 
Lincoln  Ishan   (1892-I971),    Mary  Lincoln   (Peg-gy)   ^ecktdth  (1898-I975)    and 
IiobQ::-t   Todd  Lincoln  Beckuith,    born   in  I904   and  noj  living  in  Washington, 
D.    C. 

There    is   one   bor  of   eight   lead   soldiors,    abo    t    three   inches    tall    and 

in  gra"  dress  uniform  tvith    oiue    caps,    ohviousla  representing  Union 

troops   in    the    Civil    War  period.      They  v;ero   rocontl  ■  presented  to 

Hildono   by  Hr.    and  M^s.    Ogdon  PloicEnor  of   Derset,    vdth   a  note    saving 

they  v;ere    Gfivil   'I  r   aoldiei's  -wliich  had  belonged  to   i-obert  Lincoln. 

Mrs.    Ploissnor   told  mo    that   she    had  been   a   goo      friend  of  Lincoln  Ishara, 

son  of  Mary  Lincoln   Ishain   (a  distant   relativa   nC    -(oeett  Leioolin'a   law 

partner,    3d-ward  ;;>;ift  Isham).      :ie    lived  in  Dorset   and  Mrs.    Ploissner 

said  he    had  a  -whole    table    lull    of   lend   soldier;    in   .is    etudio    there,    which 

she    tought   ho    had  inherited  fr-g      his   grandfather.      He    S^^vg    this   set   to 

her   as    a  gift. 

The   la-rgest   and  most   elaborate    set — 63  men   and  lA    horses — ijas  rece    tly 
mounted  on   a  cloth-covorod  bo   rd  by  Wai-ren   I'ran;  ,    of  W   nchocter.      It 
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puijo  l:  to  t'r.  Kt!»!ily 


inoludGG  a  lo-pioco  band  pluD  a  oonduotor,    17    armod  inrnntryinon,    one  of  v«hon 
carries   an   Araerican  flag,    four  mounted  horriomen,one   of  i^hot.i   is  Moving     a 
bu^le,    several   va^ons   pulled  by   teams  of   tv;o   or   four  horcor;,    a  oa  non,    two 
stacks  of  otaokod  arms  and  a  croup  around  a  on.mpfire.      One  of  the   latter  is 
sitting  on   a  log  eating  from   a  dish   and  anothor,    alno   on   a  log,    is   reading 
^hat   appears  to  be   either  a  dispatch  or  a  nevrnpa^per.      All   in   all   it  is  quite 
a  complete   scene.      The  men  v^ear  red  coats,    blue   trousers  and  either  caps  or      , 
helmets   of  blue,    vith  gold  plumes  on   some   of   the   helmets.      Just  what  period 
they  represent  I   don't  l^now.      The  men  a^re   about  tw(\inohes  tall. 

In  another  b.x  there   axe  1?    soldiers,    ttiroe   sailoro   and  six  Indians  lying  prone 
Tdth  bovjs  and  arrovjs  aimed  at  the  eaemy.     Also  l8  horses  and  a  cannon.      laeee 
are   abo^ut   the   same   size   as  the  larger  set— that  is,    the   height  of  the  men. 

Do>m  in  the  Bennington  Museum  are   a  number  of  toys  on  loan  from  Hildene.      Among 
them  aro   v  half  dozen  Rough  Riders,    some  of  them  mounted.      They  are   five  or 
six  inches  tall. 

I   wish  I   were   able   to   give   you  more   precise   information   as   ta  the   original 
ownership  of  these   military  units   and  their   date.      It   is  possible   that   some 
books  on  toy  soldiers  or  "collectibles"   could  help  on  this  matter.      The  local 
library  couldn't   turn  up   anything  for  me  but    said     it   could  inquire  of  other 
libraries. 

It   is  planned  to    house   the    soldiers   and  other   toys   in   a   children's   room   at 
Hildene    and  I    think  they  ..ill   make    quite    an   attractive   exhibit.      There  is   an 
early  Llecoano    set,    a  nice    set   of   small    jda.  tic   farm   and   zoo    animals,    an  old 
Tedd>  bea,r,    an  old-fashioned  ^'ooden   sled  ..ith  iron  runners,    and  various   other 
items,    most   of   then   in  o^uitu   good  condition. 

If  vje    can  be   of   further  help  on  your   project   please   let  us  kno>j. 

Sincerely, 

Steven  M.  Spenoor 
CG:  David  Sheldon 


r. 


3        we   have    Ju:  t   learned  that  Robert  Beckmth  once    said  some   of    these 
s   oldiers   .eee   his   and  that   he   made    lead   soldiers   from  -Id  he   had  as    a 
child        Beck^ith  is  not   veil    and  ^o    ixositate    to   bother   him   about   this  but 
^ou  might   talk  to   Ralph  Ne.man   about   it.      I'm   sure   ^^^  f ^^^^J"'.^^^^ 
oddress    ^s   175  East   Delavaxe   Pi  .ce,    Gnica,-;o,    lU,,    6O0II.      Mrs.    oheila 
Posi   r      wLt   L.d,    K  ,nchestor,    can  m.ke    the   photos   for  you   m   either 
color   or  black   a.nd  ;.Mte.      -le   can   arrange   it   if    you  .vish. 


The  News-Sun,  Wed.,  Aug.  9, 


Estate  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  son  offers  a  look  at  history 


MANCHESTER,  Vt.  —  During 
mid-Nlay  we  went  on  a  mission  id  » 
fulfill  a  dream  and  to  satisfy  an 
ambition. ..a  visit  to  Hildene,  the 
estate  of  Roben  Todd  Lincoln  and 
Maiy  Harlan  Lincoln,  located  one 
and  one-half  miles  south  of  this 
charming  mountain  resort  area 
town  along  U.S.  7A. 

Actually,  this  412-acre  estate 
estate  with  25  buildings,  built  in 
1905  by  the  eldest  son  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln,  was  built  as  a  summer 
home.  It  remained  the  home  of 
Lincoln's  descendants  until  1975, 
last  occt^ied  by  Mary  Lincoln 
Beckwith,  Abraham  Lincoln's 
great  granddaughter. 

Mrs.  Beckwith  left  the  estate  to 
the  Christian  Science  Church  and 
was  later  sold  to  the  Friends  of 
Hildened,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  or- 
ganization founded  in  1976  and 
today  counting  more  than  4,000 
members  in  35  states  and  several 
foreign  countries. 

The  origin  of  my  interest  in  the 
Roben  Todd  Lincoln  home  at 
Manchester  dated  back  many 
years,  ever  since  my  late  wife. 
Mary  Harlan  Gaskill,  had  learned 
through  genealogical  study  that  a 
Harlan  ancestor,  Mary  Eunice 
Harlan  (daughter  of  Iowa  Senator 
James  Harlan  and  Ann  Eliia  Peck 
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Hoosier  Traveler 


By  Joe  Gaskill 


Harlan),  had  wed  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln,  Sept.  24,  1868,  in- 
Washington,  D.C.  They  became 
parents  of  three  children.  They 
made  their  home  in  Chicago  and 
they  were  very  busy  socially. 
During  her  husband's  term  as 
Secretary  of  War  (1881-85),  Mary 
Harlan  Lincoln  took  part  in  the 
many  acuvities  of  Washington 
society  required  as  the  wife  of  a 
Cabinet  member. 

The  Harlan-Lincoln  relationship 
was  widely  discussed  in  August 
1987,  when  our  daughter, 
Rebecca,  and  I  attended  the 
Tricentennial  of  the  Harlan  Family 
in  America  at  New  CasUe.  Del.  It 
was  one  of  the  many  proud  things 
that  seemed  to  bond  the  Harlans 
closer  together  and  served  to  cre- 
ate an  even  stronger  desire  to  see 
the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  estate. 

On  this  past  May  11,  my  new 


bride,  Betty,  and  1  arrived  at 
Manchester,  a  charming  and  most 
beautifully  restored  historical  gem 
here  in  the  mountains  and  guarded 
by  Mount  Equinox  to  the  west,  all 
excited  about  the  prospects  of 
seeing  the  Lincoln  home.  Man- 
chester encompasses  the  commu- 
nities of  Manchester,  Manchester 
Depot  and  Manchester  Center. 
Marble  sidewalks.  Elm-bordered 
streets  and  restored  storefronts  add 
to  the  historic  flavor  of  this  area. 

After  a  delightful  lunch  at  The 
Jelly  Mill,  located  in  a  four-story 
bam  restored  into  a  most  delight- 
ful restaurant  and  shops,  we  drove 
on  out  to  the  Lincoln  estate  and 
discovered  the  estate  was  not  open 
to  public  tours  until  the  following 
Monday,  May  15.  Disappointed 
but  unshaken,  we  did  drive  into 
the  estate  to  at  least  take  a  picture 
of  the  lovely  home  but  got  ven- 
turesome and  walked  into  the  gift 


shop  adjoining  the  home. 

In  the  gift  shop  we  begged  their 
understanding  about  our  boldness 
in  just  coming  in  when  they 
weren't  officially  open  and  men- 
tioned the  Harlan  family  relation- 
ship and  talked  bnefiy  about  the 
Harlan  Tricentennial  reunion  in 
Delaware.  The  young  lady  host 
practically  dashed  from  her  desk 
to  the  building  next  door  and 
brought  back  Scou  MacKenzie, 
the  estate's  director  of  operations. 
After  only  a  brief  chat  about  the 
Harlan-Lincoln  conection,  he 
suggested  he  give  us  a  personal 
tour  of  the  24-room  home.  What  a 
thrill! 

Our  first  stop  inside  the  front 
door  of  the  home  was  at  the  area 
of  the  Aeolian  Grand  Organ,  in- 
stalled in  1908,  and  the  oldest  in 
the  counu-y.  It  was  equipped  with 
player  attachment  and  242  player 
rolls.  Fortunately  the  organist  was 
on  duty  preparing  for  the  May  15 
opening  and  our  host  asked  him  to 
play  a  roll  for  us.  He  selected  our 
National  Anthem  and  from  the 
hidden  pipes  that  surrounded  the 
balcony  came  the  most  majestic 
sounds  ever  to  be  heard.  It 
brought  both  chills  and  tears  to 
our  eyes.  The  foundation  spent 
S12,0(X)  to  completely  restore  the 
instrument  in  1980.  It  is  played 
every  tour. 

We  loured  this  lovely  home, 
room  by  room  with  our  so  very 
knowledgable  personal  guide  often 
reaching  into  a  comer  or  a  closet 
to  show  us  seldom  seen  items, 
like  a  simple  oak  mirror  used  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  While 
House,  a  lovely  painting  of  Mary 
Harlan  Lincoln  and  of  Mary  Lin- 
coln Beckwith,  along  with  several 
other  items. 

The  formal  garden  at  the  main 
house  is  one  of  the  more  signifi- 
cant restorations,  according  to 
MacKenzie.  A  major  grant  from 
the  late  Lila  Acheson  Wallace,  a 


co-founder  with  her  husband,  the 
late  DeWiu  Wallace  of  the 
Reader's  Digest,  has  been  used  to 
restore  authenticity  and  maintain 
the  garden  and  terrace. 

"Hildene"  is  an  old  English 
word,  "Dene"  for  valley  and 
Hildene  means  hill  and  valley. 
Approximately  one-half  of  the  to- 
tal acreage  is  on  the  hill  and  half 
in  the  valley  alollg  River  Road. 
The  estate  contains  the  main 
house,  a  carriage  bam  and  three 
other  buildings  completely  re- 
stored, the  Gazebo,  the  1905  ob- 
servatory and  the  1832  school- 
house  on  River  Road,  all  restored 
completely. 

There  are  only  five  full-time 
and  six  part-time  year-round  em- 
ployees on  the  .estate.  In  the 
summer  four  fuU-iime  and  two 
part-time  people  are  added.  In  the 
winter  there  are  several  part-time 
employees  added,  as  needed,  in  a 
cross-country  ski  program. 

The  volunteer  program  is  a 
significant  part  of  the  total  oper- 
ation with  more  than  200  volun- 
teer giving  of  their  time  and,  the 
number  is  growing  each  year. 
They  serve  as  docents  (tour 
guides),  hosts  and  hostesses  at  the 
main  house,  office  personnel,  ski 
patrol,  gift  shop  attendants,  recep- 
tionists, garden  workers,  com- 
mittee members,  board  members, 
advisors,  etc. 

I  am  equipped  to  give  you  a 
room-by-room  and  piece-by-piece 
description  of  the  entire  lovely  old 
home,  but  I  would  rather  you  see 
it  and  enjoy  it  on  your  own. 

One  very  interesting  aspect  of 
the  Robert  Todd  Lincoln  home  is 
that  it  is  used  for  so  many  special 
events.  Among  the  35  or  more 
such  events  each  year  are  visits  to 
the  1832  schoolhouse.  appearances 
by  the  Vermont  Symphony  Or- 
chestra for  "Pop"  concerts,  horse 
shows,  polo  matches,  craft  fairs, 
antique  festival,  needlework  show. 


candlehght    tours,    weddings,    re- 
ceptions, etc. 

Robert     Lincoln,     so     it    was 
pointed   out,   observed   over  nine 
decades  the  transformation  of  the 
U.S.   from   a  rural   society  of  17 
million   persons   to   an   industrial 
nation  of  one-half  million.  His  fa- 
ther was  the  first  president  mur- 
dered   while    in    office.    Sixteen 
years   later,   Robert   Lincoln   was 
walking   with   James   A.   Garfield 
when    an   assasin   cut    down    the 
president.  Twenty  years  from  theii, 
Robert  Lincoln  stepped  off  a  train 
in     Buffalo.     N.Y.     as     WiUiam 
McKinley  was  shot  He  was  at  all 
three    assassinations    within    min- 
utes.  Finally,   he  was  buried  in 
Arlington  Cemetery,  within  a  few 
hundred  feet  of  the  grave  of  John 
F.  Kennedy. 

Robert  Todd  Lincoln  died  ui 
1926,  leaving  what  is  referred  to 
as  a'  wealthy  man's  legacy,  in- 
cluding his  412-acre  Manchester 
"Hildene"  estate,  a  luxurious 
Georgetown  mansion  and  his  per- 
sonal estate  valued  at  over  20 
million  dollars,  accrued  through 
his  law  practice  and  utihty  and 
railroad  work,  and  based  on  the 
SI  10,000  left  to  him  by  his  father. 
During  the  years,  Robert  had 
served  not  only  as  Secretary  of 
War,  but  also  as  the  last  American 
minister  to  Great  Britain,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  board  and  former 
president  of  the  PuUamn  Com- 
pany. He  did  possess  wealth, 
power  and  prestige,  yet  he  has 
been  described  as  shy,  sensitive, 
removed,  and  ujrmented  man. 

The  marriage  of  Robert  Todd 
Lincoln  lasted  nearly  58  years. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband. 
Mary  Harlan  Lincota  continued  to 
spend  her  summers  at  Hildene 
until  her  death  in  1937  at  age  91. 

Hildene  is  open  all  year,  in 
summer  from  the  second  or  third 
Monday  in  May  through  through 
October  for  tours. 


ROBERT  TODD  LINCOLN'S 

HILDENE 


NL\.\CHESTER,  VERMONT 


Neavephoto 


Abraham  Lincoln's  descendants  lived  until  1975 
in  this  24-room  Georgian  Revival  mansion  in 
the  scenic  Vermont  village  of  Manchester.  The 
interior  of  the  home  has  been  preserved  intact 
with  original  furnishings  and  personal  family 
effects. 

Tours  Daily  —  Mid-May  through  October 

Grounds  open  9:30  A.M. 

Last  tour  begins  at  4:00  P.M. 

Historic  7A  South,  Manchester,  VT 


TOURS  begin  in  the  visitors'  center  which  contains  an 
exhibition  area,  theater,  gift  shop  and  ticket  counter. 
Admission  includes  a  guided  tour  of  the  main  house  and 
access  to  the  gardens,  observatory  and  picnic  area.  A 
brief  orientation  is  offered  in  the  theater  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  tour. 

THE  MAIN  HOUSE  was  built  at  the  turn  of  the 
century  as  the  summer  home  for  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
and  his  family.  Robert  was  the  only  son  of  Abraham 
and  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  to  survive  to  maturity.  Many 
family  possessions  are  on  display,  and  the  furnishings 
are  those  used  by  the  Lincoln  family  for  nearly  75  years. 
The  house  reflects  a  way  of  life  which  is  rare  today. 


E.  Beadle 


A  GUIDED  TOUR  offers  personal  glimpses  of  the  family 
history  and  insight  into  the  restoration  of  the  house. 
Architect's  photographs,  taken  in  1907,  testify  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  restoration.  Tours  progress  through 
the  first  and  second  floors  and  conclude  in  the  magnifi- 
cent gardens. 


R.  Lynes 

THE  FORMAL  GARDENS  have  been  restored  to  their 
original  beauty.  Many  of  the  original  plantings  remain, 
and  the  location  on  a  promontory  in  the  valley  pro- 
vides a  splendid  view  of  the  mountains  on  either  side 
and  Hildene's  Meadowlands  below. 


THE  AEOLIAN  ORGAN 

with  its  1,000  pipes 
was  installed  in  I9O8 
and  restored  in  1980, 
following  a  silence  of 
several  decades.  A 
player  mechanism 
allows  enjoyment  of 
more  than  240  rolls  ac- 
quired by  the  Lincoln 
family.  The  sounds 
you  will  hear  are  those 
enjoyed  by  the  Lin- 
colns  and  their  guests. 


WHEN  WINTER  COMES  TO  HILDENE 


CROSS-COUNTRY  SKIING  starts 
mid-December.  Twenty-one 
groomed  trails  wind  through 
woods  and  meadows  over  15 
kilometers.  Trails  are  designed  for 
the  novice,  intermediate  and  ex- 
pert skiers.  The  warming  hut  is 
housed  in  the  carriage  barn 
where  ski  rentals,  trail  tickets  and 
light  refreshments  are  available. 
Group  and  private  lessons  can  be 
arranged. 


CANDLELIGHT    TOURS    are    a 

highlight  of  the  Christmas  season 
at  Hildene  and  are  conducted  an- 
nually on  December  27,  28  and 
29.  Candles  glow  in  the  windows 
of  the  main  house,  and  there's 
the  smell  of  wood-burning 
fireplaces  and  evergreen  trees 
decorated  with  Victorian  or- 
naments. Horse-drawn  wagons 
or  sleighs  transport  visitors  from 
the  carriage  barn  to  the  house. 


NUMEROUS  SPECIAL  EVENTS  EACH  SEASON  AT  HILDENE 

Equestrian  events,  Vermont  Symphony  Orchestra  Pops  Concert,  Craft 
Fair,  Antique  Show,  Needlework  Show,  Garden  Party,  Classic  and 
Antique  Car  Show,  Festival  of  Fools,  Country  Auction,  and  Dried 
Flower  Show. 


Hildene  is  located  on  Historic  7A  in  Manchester,  Vermont,  just  2  miles 
south  of  the  junction  of  routes  7A  and  11/30. 

Owned  and  operated  by  Friends  of  Hildene,  Inc.,  a  Vermont  not-for- 
profit  corporation. 

FRIENDS  OF  HILDENE  INC. 

Box  377,  Manchester,  VT  05254 
(802)  362-1788 


